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and deposition

“Shedding” of crystals 
into the joint space
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First MTPJ osteoarthritis
• Increased chondroitin sulphate 
concentration
• Degradation of  protein-polysaccharide 
complexes
• Epitaxial nucleation and growth of MSU 
crystals on cartilage fragments
• Transient increases in synovial fluid 
urate concentration in resolving effusions

Lower pH

Increased calcium 
ion activity


